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The world has watched millions of people in Syria who have been forced to leave home 
due to violence, without a future destination. Five years later, Syrian conflict has 
“claimed the lives of nearly 300,000 people.”1 Over “4 million Syrians have been forced 
to flee their homeland” because of the seemingly, never-ending war on multiple fronts.2 
The neighboring countries of Turkey, Lebanon, and Jordan are bursting at the seams 
with refugees. The United Nations (UN) has attempted to help with the few relief funds 
as well. In the West, people often wonder why there is an increasing number of Syrian 
refugees willing to undertake the long, treacherous journey to greener pastures in 
Europe. Some people seek to escape the violence of Bashar al-Assad and his regime; 
others wish to flee to brutality of the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS). Clearly, 
meaningful action must be taken by the international community to find solutions to the 
madness facing the people of the Middle East. The United States should lead this 
international coalition and welcome more refugees into the country. 

  

Left- Zivulovic Srdjan, "Slovenia Demands Swift EU Action as Migrants Keep Arriving." Reuters UK. 
October 24, 2015.  
Right- Bulent Kilic, "Syrian Migrants and Refugees March." Getty Images. September 18, 2015. 
	



  Our Cup of Tea 
 

2 

Why 
 
Sadly, the situation in Syria continues to worsen on numerous fronts and there are 
numerous reasons for people to flee. 

• The war shows no sign of ending.  
• Refugees in neighboring countries are starting to lose hope in the fact that they 

will ever return home.  
• The looming threat of Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad and ISIS continue to persist 

across the country.  
• The international community is doing harm along with all of the good. 

In August 2013, when the masses began to leave Syria, Bashar al-Assad used 
chemical weapons in an attack in Damascus that killed 300 of his own people. In 
October 2013, President Assad allowed “international inspectors to begin destroying 
Syria's chemical weapons on the basis of a US-Russian agreement.”3 The Islamic State 
then declared “caliphate” during the summer of 2014 in territory from Aleppo to 
eastern Iraq and then provinces continued to fall to ISIS. The international community 
responded by launching air strikes against the Islamic State.4 Russian President 

Figure 1- “Quick Facts: What You Need to Know about the Syria Crisis.” Mercy Corps. 
February 05, 2016.	
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Vladimir Putin said in September 2015 “that his goals were to fight ISIL and remove 
terrorist impediments to peace talks.”5 Russia claimed to have conducted attacks 
against the Islamic State since then. But, the US-based Atlantic Council released 
reports during the first week of April that “Russia's claim to have mainly targeted ISIL in 
Syria was false.”6 Russian airstrikes have resulted in minimal effect on ISIS and over 
5,000 deaths since September with numerous strikes on targets including mosques, 
hospitals, and water treatment plants.7 As Putin seems to have enabled the Assad 
regime to take more control in Syria, ISIS hasn’t weakened and the innocent civilians 
have been pushed out of their own homes.    

People have been forced to leave home because of this destruction as entire cities 
have been wiped out. Their homes are now inhabitable and they are in shambles. The 
war-ravaged buildings are the epitome of the “yawning hole in the heart of Homs, 
[Syria] a city once home to more than a million people.”8 In footage available from news 
agency drones, Homs looks like a hollowed-out ghost town. The World Bank estimates 
that rebuilding one massive city such as Homs could “cost $170 billion and could 
require international efforts on the scale of the Marshall Plan” which helped European 
nations recover during the post-World War II era.9 Syria will need help then, but their 
people need help now.  

There is simply not enough international aid to help the large numbers of Syrian 
refugees across the region. These families turn to aid agencies such as the United 
Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) for help but because the need is so great and the 
conflict has been going on for so long, the agencies can never have enough resources 
to properly help the refugees. Tens of thousands are struggling in individual Syrian 
refugee camps with the hope of crossing the border into Turkey.10 Oftentimes, due to 
mass exodus from cities like Aleppo following drone strikes and bombings, there is 
overcrowding at refugee camps or they aren’t permitted to go out and look for work.11 
Most refugees who are looking for a new home have used up most of their resources, 
just trying to get to Turkey, especially since smugglers charge from $1,000 to $5,000 to 
get to Europe.12 It seems as though so much money in spent while building refugee 
camps, only to be left too quickly. Now, this problem seems to grow as “Syrian women 
and girls are being trafficked at refugee camps in Turkey.”13 This disgusting situation 
must be addressed for the well being of all, across the region. 

The Syrian people are also fleeing to Europe for a better life since they are unable to 
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work in neighboring, Middle-Eastern countries and they lack access to healthcare and 
education. As the situation in refugee camps continues to deteriorate, there has been 
an increased risk of disease outbreaks and the current health systems are 
overwhelmed.14 The health system of the Domiz refugee camp, for example, receives 
nearly 500 Syrian refugees per day and “49 health workers in the two camps have 
provided more than 30,000 consultations.”15 Jordan takes pride in what they call 
wonderful support for refugee’s health, but honestly, they have fallen short. Since the 
beginning of the Syrian conflict, five years ago, only 200,000 Syrian refugees have 
received treatment of the 1.3 million residing in Jordan.16  Serving roughly less than 
twenty-percent of the refugee population in Jordan is simply not enough. 

There is also a dire need to educate the Syrian children as they are going too long 
without education. Syria’s 5-year-olds should be growing up as happy children, getting 
ready to start kindergarten in a few months. Instead, five years of war and suffering has 
become normal. Syrians have always put a high value on education. They have had no 
choice but to go without. Currently, “two million children are missing out on school- all 

school-age kids in New 
York City, Los Angeles, 
and Dallas combined.”17 
This is another area in 
which assistance is 
needed for the good of 
mankind. 

Since the beginning, 
refugees across the region 
have felt that seeking 
asylum in Europe is the 
only option. The 
acceptance rate of asylum 
seekers jumped by “ten 
percentage points to 60% 
in the final quarter of 
2015-the highest rate 
ever.”18 While the latest 

Figure 2- "Migrant Crisis: Migration to Europe Explained in Seven Charts." BBC News. 
March 4, 2016.  
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European asylum statistics look promising for refugees, a closer look shows that it is 
only good news for select nationalities. The number of applications accepted has 
understandably soared for people in countries such as Syria and Iraq.19 

Current State of Reform 
 
At this point, the international community is acting on separate fronts to assist Syria. 
But, some action seems beneficial for world leaders but not the refugees. The 
European Union made on deal with Turkey to stem mass migration from Syria to 
Europe, across the Aegean Sea. “Around 325 people have now been sent back from 
the Greek islands under the accord, which the U.N. refugee agency (UNHCR) has 
condemned and rights advocates say may violate international law.”20 It is interesting 
that the European Union (EU) continues to call these refugees from countries other 
than Syria “migrants” to attempt to save themselves from violating international law, as 
it is unlawful to send back refugees to their unsafe homeland. As the EU sends people 
who have fled torture and insecurity back to their homeland.  
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The United States, on the other hand, has helped financially and militarily but not in a 
physical humanitarian way.  After the United Nations announced an $8.4 billion appeal 
for Syria, the United States donated another $508 million, bringing “the total U.S. 
contribution to assist those affected by the conflict in Syria since its start in 2011 to 
nearly $3.7 billion.”21 Six months into Barack Obama’s promise of resettling “10,000 
Syrian refugees in the United States by the end of the fiscal year, only about 1,300 
Syrian refugees -- or some 13% -- have been admitted.”22 But, the United States has 
the potential to do more. 

Proposed Solution for the United States 
 
Turkey has done a much better job than most at accommodating refugees, most likely 
because they had no other choice due to location. But, the burden is simply too much 
for one country to bear. While the United States federal government deserves some 
credit for giving billions to help the refugees, this simply isn’t enough. No amount of 
money will carve new land into the Middle East that could act as a safe haven for 
millions of refugees. What these people need is a place to stay, in the short term. The 
United States has a moral obligation to admit vastly more Syrian refugees. This is, in 
part, because every country should step up assistance during any humanitarian crisis 
of scale such as this. The United States should expedite the process of the U.S. 
resettlement program, which currently takes 18 to 24 months, and increase support for 
all security agencies with a role in the program. This will require the following changes: 

• Increase Employment at Resettlement Support Center, FBI, Department of 
Homeland Security, State Department and National Counterterrorism 
Center/Intelligence Community 

• Increase Funding to the UNHCR 
• Resettle 20,000 additional Syrian refugees in the next 9 months 

In order to effectively make short-term changes across the region, the United States 
must lead an international coalition to take meaningful action. What must be done now 
includes improvements towards an 

• Education plan for refugee children 
• Refugee camp revamp in infrastructure, support & safety 
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• Increased funding to Turkey and EU to support mass amounts of refugees 
• Border Assistance to Remove Refugees from Syria 
• Refugee camp healthcare system overhaul and physical assistance 

 

Possible United States Concerns 
 

There are aspects of this plan that may concern Americans regarding safety and 
feasibility. The issue of crime has come up as a concern for law enforcement in the 
context of adding a large, impoverished population into communities in the United 
States, which could result in a surge of crime, particularly theft and sexual assault. But, 
the American people should not be concerned about an increase in such crimes when 
refugees enter. Refugees do not enter the U.S. by force. These individuals don’t climb 
over barbed wire or travel over on boats. Europe has a random migration problem. The 
United States will continue to experience planned migration. The refugees are also 
incredibly lucky to be 1% of the global refugee population who make it through the 
eight step screening process.23 Faith must be had in the U.S. resettlement program. 
Finding a job is also a requirement of this resettlement process; therefore, with a job, 
theft won’t be necessary.24 Germany recently experienced trouble when a leaked 
document hit the news with 200,000 crimes committed by refugees from Eritrea, 
Nigeria, Balkan nations and Syria. 33% of the cases were due to theft and 1% of the 
cases were sexual offenses.25 Syrian refugees committed only 24% of the 200,000 
crimes leaked to German news.26 So, there truly isn’t a need to fear Syrian refugees, 
entering the United States because the European situation is far different from our 
own. 

Concluding Remarks on the Crisis 
 

There is no better time than now to act and help the refugees of the Syrian conflict, 
suffering across the region and the world. While there are clear short-term solutions, 
we must keep the overarching, long-term solution in mind. In order to rebuild Syria and 
safely return all refugees, over time, to their home, we must find peace in the Middle 
East. That is a responsibility of the international community and all world leaders must 
commit to bringing an end to the Assad regime and rebuilding the broken Syrian 
nation, from the ground up. It has become obvious that there is a clear need for help 
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and lack of current cohesiveness amongst international leaders. The United States has 
the potential to make a meaningful impact by increasing the number of refugees 
coming into the country and leading a coalition of world leaders to help find a end to 
the madness in the Middle East. 
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